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Heidi Klum Honored at Denise Rich’s Angel Ball
By Leigh Nordstrom
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On Monday night, an eclectic crowd was shuffling
around Cipriani Wall Street. There was Ivana Trump
but also Patti LaBelle and Usher and Star Jones and,
interestingly, the Democratic political operative
James Carville.
The reason was Denise Rich, the songwriter and
socialite. Rich’s social circle extends far and wide —
she’s written songs for LaBelle, for instance, but
she’s also infamously a big Democratic party donor,
which explains Carville’s appearance. In any case,
when she throws her annual Angel Ball, which raises money for cancer research and the foundation she created for her late
daughter Gabrielle, she can count on all her friends and associates to turn up for support.
“I’ve been here since the whole thing started,” said Jones, who is on the board of Gabrielle’s Angels.
“I am an Angel ambassador, and I’m here to celebrate that, and I’m also here to introduced Miss Patti LaBelle,” said “Orange Is the
New Black” star Selenis Leyva.
Among the honorees were Heidi Klum, NASCAR chief executive officer and chairman Brian France and his wife Amy, and
economist Jon Orszag — who once served under President Bill Clinton — and his wife Mary Kitchen.
Klum teased her costume for her popular Halloween party. “I just have a crazy brain I guess. I just keep thinking of wild things to do.
People expect for me to have something fun,” she said, before her nervous publicist stopped her short, should she give too much
away.
Between courses, attendees bid on auction items like Lorraine Schwartz earrings, a brand-new Porsche and, of course, a trip on
Rich’s yacht, the Lady Joy.
The night was a fund-raising success as $3.6 million was raised.
After dinner, LaBelle took the stage to perform a selection of songs including the crowd favorite, “Lady Marmalade” and perhaps
more appropriately, “You Saved My Life.”

